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A note from the
Superintendent…
Dear CGUHSD Parents, Community and Staff:
As we look to wrap up the first semester of the 2020-21 school year, there is no doubt that the challenges we have all faced have been
overwhelming at times. Even through this pandemic and the challenge of dealing with COVID 19, I want to take a minute and reflect on the
positive things that have taken place this year. After being closed abruptly for in-person learning last spring, we were able to open our
schools for modified in-person learning on September 17, 2020 and were able to keep them open through December 4, 2020. Our fall
sports athletes were able to compete in their perspective athletic seasons and our students, staff and community once again experienced
the cross-town rivalry football game either in person or streamed online. The FFA Steak Fry became a drive-thru event and what a turn out
there was of people in cars to support the program. New groups of students were inducted into the National Honor Society at both schools.
We were able to return to in-person Governing Board meetings in October and we have been able to recognize students for their successes
and appreciate our faculty and staff. Members of both the CGUHS and VGHS Cross Country teams qualified for the State Cross Country
meet. Vista Grande’s Brynna McQuillen was named recipient of the AIA 4A-6A Scholar Athlete of the Year award. The CGUHS Varsity
Football Team advanced to the State Semi-Finals for the first time in school history. These are just some of the highlights that have taken
place in the Casa Grande Union High School District already this year during the pandemic. We know things have been challenging this fall
and we are hopeful that we will be able to have students back on our campuses this spring when it is safe to do so.
On behalf of the entire district administrative team, I would like to take the opportunity to wish our students, parents, faculty, staff, and
the CGUHSD communities a wonderful holiday season. I hope that you get to have some time to be with family and that you can enjoy
some of your family traditions, where possible. Please be safe and stay healthy. I look forward to seeing what 2021 might bring us all.
Sincerely,
Steve Bebee

Upcoming Dates of Importance
Half Days for Semester Exams – Release at 12:20 PM
Winter Break – No School
Teacher In-Service Day – No School
2nd Semester begins – Remote Learning only
Early Release at 1:55 PM
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No School
Return to Modified In-Person Learning
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News
Newly Elected Board Members Sworn In

On December 1st,
our newly elected
Governing Board
members
were
sworn in. Please
welcome to Casa
Grande UHSD new
board members, Kelly Herrington and Taylor Kerby and
returning members, Chuck Wright and Jack Henness. Their
terms will begin on January 1, 2021. We also say goodbye to
Nancy Hawkins who completed two terms as a Governing
Board member.

Coca-Cola Scholars Program Semifinalist

Congratulations to CGUHS senior Merlin
D’souza who has been named a semifinalist
for the 2021 class of the Coca-Cola Scholars
Program.
There were 1,609 high school
seniors selected as semifinalists from a pool
of 99,403 submitted applications from across
the country based on their academic
excellence,
leadership
and
service
demonstrated in school and community
activities. The semifinalists are in the running for 150 college
scholarships worth $20,000. Good Luck Merlin!

VG Culinary Prepares Meals for Needy
VGHS Culinary Arts students, under the guidance of teacher
Ms. Kim Rains, prepared a complete Thanksgiving meal for
approximately 350 needy through Seeds of Hope, Casa
Grande. Students prepared meal items
each day and took part in the preparation
by using chopping skills learned in beginner
classes, to using advanced skills, making
homemade dressing, mashed potatoes,
and corn pudding. CTE students are
required to complete a designated amount
of community service hours, so what a
great way to accomplish the hours and
provide a delicious meal that for the needy
in the community to enjoy!

VG Teacher Receives Program Grant
Each year, the Fiesta Bowl Charities
Wishes for Teachers program grants
classroom wishes to teachers across
the state of Arizona. VGHS teacher,
Kristin McCallin, was selected as one of
40 recipients for her efforts in helping
Link Crew get funded at VGHS. Link
Crew is a group of juniors and seniors
who provide a more positive and welcoming environment for
incoming freshmen. Ms. McCallin was awarded $2,500 to use
via DonorsChoose. She will be honored during the halftime
show at the Guaranteed Bowl and the Fiesta Bowl Parade!

CG Key Club and NHS Hold Food Drive
The CGUHS Key Club, along with
National Honor Society, held a Food
Drive and collected non-perishable
items between November 19December 12 to restock the local
food banks and to give back to the
community. Nice Work!

VG Art Students Go Brushless!

Mr. Jimenez’s third-year art
students were introduced to
impressionistic oil painting. In
November,
these
students
created work that focused on the
elements of texture and color.
They were taught to let go and
focus more on creativity instead
of precision. Artwork does not
have to be flawless to look
beautiful or even a bit realistic.
These paintings were done on
canvas and they were painted
entirely brushless, not a single
brush was used in any of these
works. Very Impressive Work!
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Recognition

CTE Students of the Month
Gerhig Dixon is a student at Casa Grande Union High School and son of Thomas Dixon and Jamie
Shallcrass. He was nominated by his Engineering teacher, Mr. John Morris. Gehrig has progressed
through the four years of the Engineering Pathway to emerge as the natural leader. Though quiet and
timid as a freshman, Gehrig has found his place as a thoughtful and competent engineer. He has mastered
SolidWorks Computer Aided Design, obtaining the professional designation CSWA and completing the
SolidWorks instructors’ course. Gehrig’s accomplishments include completing the STEM program,
President of the CGUHS Robotics Team, and Director of Projects for the chapter of the “Students for the
Exploration and Development of Space”. In his spare time, Gehrig is the lead mentor for the Villago Middle
School FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics Team.

Lillian Hernandez is a student at Casa Grande Union High School and daughter of Ben and Cheryl
Hernandez. She was nominated by Bioscience teacher, Mr. Noel Que. Lillian is in her 4 th year of the
Bioscience STEM program. She responds well to the call of helping others, especially during lab classes
and other activities. She frequently volunteers and participates in many HOSA events and competitions.
When she competes in either State or International competitions, she always brings home awards that
benefit the program and school. She is the President of CGUHS HOSA Chapter and officer of STEM Advisory
Council. She has excellent and respectful interactions with her peers by listening to their opinions and
ideas during class discussions or organization meetings. Lily is an outstanding Bioscience student and
works well whether inside the lab, in HOSA activities, or with the STEM Advisory Council .

Rotary Students of the Month
Merlin D’souza is a student at Casa Grande Union High School and the daughter of Moses and
Teodolina D’souza. Her activities and accomplishments include being a member of Key Club,
Students for the Exploration and Development of Space, Link Crew, National Honor Society, Girls
Tennis Team, founder of Debate Club, organizer of CG STEAM Week and served on the Arizona
Leadership Council. Her personal accomplishments and activities include serving her church as an
Altar Server, Jr. Catholic Daughter of America, lector, and Youth Group member. She also received
the St. John Paul II 2019 Youth Leadership Award and won 1 st place in the local and state Catholic
Daughter’s Writing Contest. Merlin plans to attend medical school and become a neonatal doctor.
She also wants to travel, grow in her faith, and give back to her community.

Ricardo Ornelas is a student at Vista Grande High School and the son of Juan and Maria Ornelas.
His school activities and accomplishments include being a member of the AP Spanish Club, Math Club,
Robotics Club, Key Club, National Honor Society, Link Leader and being an AP Scholar of Distinction.
His personal activities and accomplishments include playing music and weight training. His dream is
to attend UC Berkley and major in Computer Science and one day work as a Software Engineer.
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Recognition

Making It Happen

Employee of the Month & Golden Ticket Program
In an effort to honor and appreciate our employees, an Employee Recognition Award
Program was started to honor a selected group of employees each month. Employees
are nominated through our Employee of the Month criteria and selected by our
Recognition Committee to receive that honor. Selected Employees of the Month are invited to breakfast
at The Big House Cafe with the Superintendent and are recognized at the monthly Governing Board
meeting. We have also started the Golden Ticket recognition. These tickets are for district employees to
recognize each other for any positive reason! The original Golden Ticket is given to the person being
recognized and a copy is placed in the Golden Box at the site. Drawings for gift cards are held monthly by
the Recognition Committee.
December 2020 Employees of the Month
Bobby Pierce
Athletic Director
Nathan Scheeler
Social Studies Teacher
Nancy Minck
School Nurse
Adrianna Favela
Attendance Clerk
Anthony Le
Maintenance
Vicki Lawton
ESS Site Coordinator
Rizza Casabuena
Math Teacher
LtCol. Mark Blaydes
MCJROTC Instructor

VGHS
VGHS
VGHS
VGHS
DO
CGUHS
CGUHS
CGUHS

Below are the Lucky Winners chosen from the 99 Golden Ticket recipients:
Joevie Alvarado
VGHS (Grand Prize Winner)
Jared Walther
VGHS
Briena Sundell
CGUHS
Anabel Osuna
CGUHS
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