
Mr. Morrin 

Junior English 

20020-2021 Syllabus 

mmorrin@cguhsd.org 

 

Course description: 
Junior English will assist students in developing the skills necessary to think and record their ideas 

in response to a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts.  The emphasis here is upon THINKING.  

There is no substitute for it.  Students will read, closely examine, and discuss works produced by 

various American authors within their historical contexts as well as a variety of non-fiction texts 

suitable for student analysis.   

 

Required Materials:  

Computer.  I should mention here that having the computer charged is a necessity. 

Pen and Paper? 

 

Class Expectations:  

I am here to teach and you are here to learn.  Anything that interferes with this process is 

considered disrespectful.  Please do not become disrespectful. 

                       

Mr. Morrin's Rules: 

 

1) Please do not talk while Mr. Morrin is talking. 

2) See rule #1. 

3) Common Courtesy.  This means observing the golden rule and 

      treating others in the same manner in which you would like to  

      be treated. 

 

I should mention one other procedure that is important to me.  I want all students to be in my 

classroom when the bell rings/the music stops.  In. The. Classroom. 

 

With regard to restroom passes etc… I will be more than happy to write you a pass AFTER 

everyone is in the class when the music stops and I have taken roll.  Then I will definitely write 

you a pass to go to the restroom etc… 

 

I should add that you need your agenda in order to be let out of the classroom.  I use those passes 

to allow students to take care of business.  Please use them responsibly.   

 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 

Cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off and put away at all times.  If I catch 

any student using their cell phone for any reason whatsoever, I will confiscate it and keep it until 

the end of class. Repeat offenders will have to get their electronic devices back by retrieving 

them from the principal’s office.  

 

Just to emphasize this point.  Give yourself a break from the phone.  Mr. Morrin has a phone.  He 

uses his phone quite a bit.  He is fascinated by the technology and the variety of information that 



is constantly available and at his fingertips on his phone.  The smart phone is a miracle of 

modern technology. Really. 

 

But sometimes it needs to be set aside.  During class is one of those times.  Bottom line. 

 

FOOD AND DRINK:  Mr. Morrin does NOT allow food and/or drink in his classroom.  

Water is fine.   

 

Outside Help: 

If you need help outside of class please don’t hesitate to speak with me.  I will be available from 

3:05-3:30 on a daily basis.  Please let me know that you are coming so that I can be prepared to 

assist you at that time. 
 

Grading:  Students will be graded based upon the following criteria: 

 

 Class Participation-  I cannot overestimate how important it is that you take an active interest  
    in the class.  Your effort level and your attendance are by far the most  

    important factors in achieving a good grade 

 

 Discussions-  Mr. Morrin will post these on black board.  Polite and thoughtful  
    participation in a classroom discussion is critical here.  Throw your ideas 

    out there and read and respond to other's ideas as well.  

 
 The Signposts-  They are here to give you a forum to THINK out loud and record your  

    thoughts on paper.  They can work.  But you have to work them also. 

 
 HMH Literature Boxes- These are critical exercises as we make our way through the texts that we 

    have been assigned to read.  As always what I want to see is students  

    THINKING about the issues that are present in the text.  THINK THINK 

    THINK.   
 

 Grammar Exercises- these will cover such important concepts as the basic parts  

    of speech, sentence structures and types, and usage problems, 
     correct punctuation etc... 

 

 Selection Tests  These are multiple choice quizzes given on HMH.  The absolute key to  

    succeeding on these is to improve your performance as the year   
    progresses.  Get better and improve your score on  these and you are all  

    set. 

 
 Writing Assignments- these focus upon paragraph development including summary and  

    basic literary analysis. 

 
 Final Exams-  one at semester, one at the end of the year. 

 

Please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns that you might have throughout the 

school year.  Thanks and I look forward to a great year! 

 

 


