AP U.S. History: Scherr

AP United States History 2020-2021
Teacher: Mr. Scherr
            
2020-21 AP US HISTORY EXAM Thursday May 6th @ 8 A.M.
Room: 1223




E-mail: jscherr@cguhsd.org
Credits: .5 per semester; 1 total
Web site/Calendar: Available via Blackboard
Course Description:

The Advanced Placement Program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands on them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance – and to weigh evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. This Advanced Placement course in United States History will attempt to develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.  An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in an essay format. Students are responsible for their own learning. Class assignments include reading, supplementary readings, note-taking, writing assignments, DBQs, LEQs, simulations, multiple choice exams and projects.

According to the College Board the course will include:

·  “study of political institutions, social and cultural developments, diplomacy [and] economic trends.”

·  [the teaching of students] “to analyze evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.”

· “extensive instruction in analysis and interpretation of a wide variety of primary sources, such as documentary material, maps, statistical tables, works of art and pictorial and graphic materials.”

·  “frequent practice in writing analytical and interpretive essays such as document based questions (DBQ) and thematic essays.”

Course Competencies:

Arizona State Social Studies Standards are articulated on the Arizona Department of Education website. Revised, 2006: <http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/sstudies/articulated/SSHighSchool.pdf>.

Course Expectations:


Readings: 

Students will be expected to read assigned pages and complete terms and notes weekly from the required text as noted prior to class meetings. Students should also be prepared to do a substantial amount of supplementary readings for assignments and projects.


Assignments:

Students are expected to complete all assignments on time. All assignments are due on their assigned dates as class begins unless otherwise indicated by the instructor. In most cases, late work will be accepted for no more than half credit. Sloppy, cluttered, or inappropriately formatted assignments will not be accepted. Although students are expected to see the instructor about missed or late work, a “study buddy” is encouraged. Being absent the day before an exam does not excuse a student from taking that exam except in unusual circumstances.

Assessments:
Every chapter from the American History will be assessed with a reading quiz. All items on quiz are derived from the reading and not just the guided notes or classroom activities (these may be multiple choice, essay or a combination of the two).  Unit exams consist of multiple choice questions and DBQ or LEQ questions.  There are multiple versions of each exam within and between classes. DBQ, LEQ and supplementary reading assignments are also due as assigned. 
All essays will be scored per the 6 or 7-point AP rubric. The exams are designed to mirror concepts and skills and perform exact tasks asked of students on the AP Exam. Please treat these exams as practice for the real AP Exam; study accordingly.

Course Objectives:

The course teaches students to analyze evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. By the end of this course, students should have completed the following course objectives:

1. An understanding of the institutional, cultural, and social forces that have shaped the people of this nation from the early Eighteenth Century to the present day. 
2. The ability to locate American cities and states whose particular histories have contributed to the development of the United States.

3. An analysis of the roles of various important and influential individuals, especially women and minorities, which have contributed to American history.

4. Develop a framework for understanding modern day issues and problems based on their respective histories.

5. An examination of the forces and issues that currently dominate the American political arena and the historical relevance of current events and issues.

6. Demonstrated an understanding of historical chronology.

7. Used historical data to support an argument or position.

8. Interpretation and application of data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, etc. 

9. Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast.

Textbook and Supplemental Resources: 

Brinkley, Alan, American History, A Survey, 15th edition, (New York: McGraw Hill, 2015)
Bailey, Thomas A., Kennedy, David M. The American Spirit: Since 1865, Volume II. 10th ed.

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005

Bailey, Thomas A., Kennedy, David M. The American Spirit: United States History as Seen by

Contemporaries, Volume I: to 1877. 10th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005

Maddox, Robert James. American History Volume I: Precolonial through Reconstruction. 13th

ed. University Park: Penn State University, 1995

Sinclair, Upton, The Jungle, New York: Simon and Brown, 2013.
O’Brien, Tim, The Things They Carried, Chicago: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2009. 

Primary Source Documents as selected by the instructor from the 100 Milestone Documents

collection at the NARA website http://www.ourdocuments.gov/

Primary Source Documents as selected by the instructor.
Other Materials:

Assortment of power point presentations, videos, and handouts.
Required Materials:

For this class you will need to obtain the following to aid in your success:

· one clean 3” or larger binder

· one set of 9-dividers 
· loose leaf, college ruled notebook paper

· pencils, sharpened and ready for class each day

· black/blue pens; any work done in red pen will NOT be accepted for credit
· a commercially prepared AP US History study guide (used or new) -checked out in class
Grading System:

Your grade will be based upon the following percentages and/or total points.


Tests 






30%


Weekly Reading Quizzes




10%


DBQ/LEQ (Document Based/Long Essay)


25%



Projects:





10%

Homework/notes in binder/Classwork


25%

The following scale will be used to determine your quarter and semester grades:



A: Superior 


90% - 100%



B: Above Average 

80% - 89.9%



C: Average


70% - 79.9%



D: Below Average

60% - 69.9%



F: Failure


Below 60.0%

Statement of Integrity:


“Character is what you do when no one is watching.”  - Anonymous

 

In this course you are expected to do your own work on every assignment. This means that if you are doing group work, you contribute to the greater cause without claiming someone else’s work as your own and give credit where credit is due. Thievery and dishonesty will be negatively reflected in your grade and in your life. Since we are in the business of crafting productive members of society, fraudulent behavior will not be tolerated. Furthermore, if you are caught with any notes, tests, projects, etc., that do not belong to you, you will surrender those materials and forfeit your ability to turn in that assignment for a grade. This policy applies to materials that you may have from another class that are either out during your class period or found among your work for this class.
              If you are caught cheating, you and every other responsible party will be assigned a grade of zero on that assignment.
   Cheating includes: 

· Plagiarism     The deliberate reproduction of ideas, words, or statements of another person without proper                                                                  

      (COPYING)   acknowledgement of who did the work (This counts for other class work too!)

· Cheating        Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, study aids, in any   

                               academic exercise 


· Facilitation    Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another in an unauthorized way.

· Fabrication   Intentional or unauthorized falsification of any information or citation in an academic exercise.
Make-Up Policy:

It is the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed when absent. Inquire about missed work from a classmate. Upon returning to school, a student will have the same number of days absent to make up the work. Any further latitude for time to complete missing assignments will be at the instructor’s discretion. Work missed as a result of an unexcused absence will not receive credit under any circumstances.
Statement from your Instructor:

Attendance is necessary and expected for you to perform in this course. You will benefit from being in class; you will be given information in class that you may not receive from your peers or instructor that was covered in your absence. In respect to the CGUHSD policy, all appropriate documentation will occur regarding tardiness, absences, and communication with home.

How to Contact the Instructor:

You may contact the instructor by e-mail at any time. jscherr@cguhsd.org
My Prep period is period 3, however the best time to seek additional help is after school on Tuesdays from 3pm-4pm.  

***The instructor reserves the right to amend this document as necessary.
Notes for Students:

This class is designed to mirror an introductory college level class. To be successful, you must read the textbook and supplementary materials. This class requires reading approximately 30-60 pages of reading per week.  To insure that you keep up with this reading, there may be a quiz. You are encouraged to take notes from your reading on a regular basis. You will be allowed to use these notes on Bell Quizzes.  
You are required to take notes from lectures, videos, and other classroom activities. Keep all of your notes and papers in a notebook devoted to AP US History. If you miss a day of classroom notes, borrow them from someone who was in class and rewrite them in your notebook.  You are responsible for all assignments missed. 
We will be doing extensive work on essay writing, so be prepared to write multi-paragraph essays during one class period. You will be writing essays with a time limit during the AP exam.  

Be prepared to study! If you can find someone to study with, that would be helpful. There will not be extensive reviews for unit tests. You will be responsible for all content material covered in the textbook, supplementary materials, and class activities even if it was not discussed. This is standard practice in college courses. 

I will try to do everything that I can to teach you about United States history and prepare you for the AP test, but you must realize that the person most responsible for your success is you. Good luck!

Return Signed Portion of Syllabus to Instructor
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AP US History
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